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1 TurssALOoNIANS iv. 16, 


For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from 
/ © ». heaven with a ſhout, with the voice 
of the Archangel and the trump of God; 


and the dead in Chrif, ſhall riſe firſt * 


F HEN I look around on this 
mourning audience, and 
conſider the melancholy e- OO 


vent that hath brought me hither, I 2 


* Tursz words are what the deceaſed mentioned | i 


— 


4 A8 | parti- l 


A 


participate your griefs, and would at- 
tempt to relieve the diſtreſs of your 


minds, by conſidering the preſent aw- 


ful providence in the light of eternity. 


The moſt wiſe and holy n 


of God certainly has reſpect to a fu- 
ture ſtate; and the text preſents to us 


a ſcene, in which a harmony runs 
through all the divine diſpenſations, 


and this world and the other are both 


q © 


| united. 


k ; 


n } 


I yoys. you, my friends, will upon 
this occaſion afford me the moſt ſerious 
attention. And I defire to remind my- 


ſelf, that I am addrefling immortal erea- 


tures, who, though now on their ſtate 


of trial, may ſhortly be deprived of the 
means of g grace, when eternal happineſs, 


or everlaſtin 8 woe, muſt be yl W- 


ot. 


As we 105 that others are called away 


on a ſudden in every age of life, ſo 


we know not how long the trumpet of 


* * 


1 7 


che Goſpel may be ſounded in our ears, 
or how ſoon the trumpet may be ſound» 


ed to call us to judgment. 


'I canwor enter upon this ſubje&, 


without begging your candour and in- 
dulgence; fince the ideas before us 


overwhelm the mind; and the ſolemni- 
ties of judgment no perſon hath abili- | 


ties 3 to W 


Ir we attentively e the words, 


we ſhall find that the points of diſcourſe 
are theſe three: | 


I. Tux ſolemn apparatus of judg- 
ment, here ſpoken of. 


: U. Tux revival of the dead. 


III. THAT the dead in Chriſt,” 
ſhall riſe firſt. — I ſhall afterwards ſub- 
Jobs a few reflections; with ſomething 

A4 n 


ö 
: 
1 
1 
' 
| 
| 
| 


C&) 


4 _ be an improvement of * 
event. | | 


| 3 


Wr _ firſt, to conſider the ſolemn 


apparatus of judgment here ſpoken of. 


| That is expreſſed in theſe words, For 
the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from 


heayen, with a ſhout, with the voice 
of the Archangel, and with the trump 
of God.” OL what an aſſemblage. — 
Wee and * ideas! 


. 
— 


f irſt, it Is; \ ſpecifi. tk it is by 
whom the judgment is to be conducted. 


Perſons are concerned to know Wůbo 


is to be their judge, In matters of _ 


importance, a great deal depends upon 


this: as whether he have knowledge, be 


every other way. qualified, and whether 
he Rowe BAC 


* © CHRIST 1 "Ig 1 
He knoweth what is in man, and need - 
eth not that any Mou inform him, 


Now 


3 a 


with . Nay, he is our interceſ- 


666 
Now this i a very great advantage 3 
for he knows for himſelf; ſtands not in 
need of our confeſſions, to accuſe us; 


ſtands not in need of the report of 


others. Of how. great moment muſt 
this be, when the ſecrets of all hearts 


are to be judged! Our fellow - creatures 


may miſconceive, or miſinterpret our 


vie ys; but he cannot: and our charac- 
ters are fair or otherwiſe, by the prin- 


cCiples, the governing principles, by 
which we have been actuated. * 


| FurTHER, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
is poſſeſſed of perfect goodneſs. '''He 


wiſheth not to ſet any action in an un- 


favourable light. He can have no pre- 
judice -againſt any, having ſhewed his 
love in ſo many inſtances. ' | We re- 


member what a merciful Judge he was 


when here upon earth. And he hath 
carried the ſame tenderneſs with him 


into the heavens, as far as is conſiſtent 


ſor, 


— — —— — — m —— 


| 
| 
. 
1 
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6 10) 
ſor, and hath ſhed his blood for our 


e that he — be our Saviour. 


Wurcn 104. me r to n 


that the prevalence of his death, the 


efficacy of his atonement, is that which 
makes him worthy to judge the world. 
« Worthy is he alone to receive the 
book” of judgement, and to open the 


ſeals thereof, becauſe he was flain, 
FFF 3 


bl 


AND there is ſome eſpecial propriety 
in our being judged by a man like our- 
ſelves. It is obſerveable, that when 


Chriſt is ſpoken of with reference to 
judging the world, he is frequently 


called Man,” and © the Son of Man;” 
(Luke xxi. 27. Acts xvii. 31. John v. 
27. Matthew xvi. 27, &c.) doubtleſs 
to denote the ſtrict equity that will 
be obſerved in all the divine proceedings. 
While we live in this world, we live 
61 under 


1 
under a i diſpenſation which requires 


fincerity, inſtead of perfect righteouſ-· 
neſs; and we ſhall be judged by one, 
who knows our infirmities, and knows 


how to make all ſuitable allowanices * 
3 


- * is Ah this reaſon, that he . 


pointed the judge of quick and dead: 


and his people can have no objection to 


receive judgment from his hands; for 
he who has been their Saviour is their 


J udge. 


"Bot the man Chriſt Jeſus ſhall not 


appear in that low and humble form, as 
when he walked about the ſtreets of Je- 


_ ruſalem ; when he Was without © come- 


lineſs,” and had nothing for which we 


1 ſhould deſire him.“ 


H Is appearance, and his RR Pn 
will be infinitely different. His appear- 
arice will be anſwerable to the nature 
of the work, and the embaſly on which 

: A 


43 
5 


” — — ä — c * » 
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he comes. His heralds and attendants 


will be the holy angels. Behold, © the 
Son of Man ſhall come in his glory, and 
all the uy we with rn enn one 


rg will 1 not he the! a of 
the Son, but of the Father alſo; and x 
that which the high-prieſt took for blaſ- 
phemy ſhall be verified. What an a- 


mazing effulgence of glory will then 


ſhine forth, enough to aſtoniſh "and 
overwhelm all creatures "EN * 


Havix conſidered the perſon, wh 
whom the world is to be Judged; we 


next obſerve, that the trumpet will 


ſound, and the dead be raiſed”. | 


Tris is a figurative exprefliqa, and 
probably means no more, than the ſound 
that will proceed from the arch-angel's 
voice, which will pierce the habitations 
of the dead. But it implies the . 


* Na xiv. 61, 62, 


with 


tw ? 
with which this will be done. - Juſt as 
the trumpet calls men together, ſo 
eaſily will the power of God, raiſe the 
dead out af their graves; of which, _ 
Nad is but the ſign dr emblem. 


I os: £43 © 3 0 


nn we « think of this day, as certain 


and real, without ſome of thoſe emo- 


tions that will then affect us ? We, aſ- 
ſuredly, muſt ſee the Son of Man coming 
to judgment, and at the moment in 


which this trumpet ſounds, (When we 
have been for ages dead) muſt ſtart from 
our graves. We, and all our friends, 
muſt have part in the triumphs, or con- 


demnation of that e 
— it will not be wandering = my 
ſubjea, I ſhall take occaſion to obſerve 


what there is in the thoughts of judg- 


ment, to take away our painful appre- 
henſions and exceſſive ſorrows, upon 


the loſs of our friends: ; for the ſcrip- 


ture often deſcribes judgment in con- 
nexion 


C4 


1 
g 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


„ 
nexion with mortality, as that which is 
to give the moſt effectual relief under it. 


And the apoſtle, a few verſes after the 
text, having preſented us with the doc- 
trine of the reſurrection; ſays ** where- 


fore comfort one another with m—_ 
| . F | 


Int 
Now the nts &f pau as 
it has been deſcribed,” may be a means 


of relieving the mind, by diverting its 
attention. For it is the moſt important 


object with which we can converſe. 
We have loſt our friends, but that is a 
temporal grief. I may be affected with 
that loſs, but have I nothing elſe to 


conſider ? Should I not confider, how 


near I ſtand to the Judgment-ſeat of | 


God? 


1 we direct our e n i into this 


channel, it will turn n F A wie 


of fruitleſs un megane 


1 4 - 5 * , 
_ a. * — n — a ww 


IT 


{ as 3 

. IT has been very commonly obſerved 
in this connexion, if we had to prepare 
for an earthly aſſize, and the caſe were 
for life, it would almoſt take up the 
whole. of our thoughts. In this ſitua- 
tion, many loſſes might befal us, and 
we ſhould attend to none of them. . - 


Tux grand ſcenes of the goſpel, are 
no doubt repreſented, to raiſe us above 
the preſent world. If we believe in a 
judgment, we ſhould be almoſt continu- 
ally meditating upon it. At leaſt, the 
ſeripture ſuppoſes this to be the caſe. 


Aal, Have we loſt our friends? 
judgment is our relief, for at judgment 
But I deſire it to be taken notice of, 
that I ſpeak of good friends; thoſe, 
to whom the tenor of this diſcourſe may 
be applied. Now what can we deſire 
more for them, than their final ſalva- 
tion ? Their virtue ſhall be made clear, 
and 


( 26 3 


and be illuſtrated: And can we not take 
pleaſure, / that their endeared names, 
ſhall be mentioned with honour; and 
that, Chriſt being the final judge, they 
ſhall meet with a particular approbation 
from him; of which perhaps otherwiſe 
ve might think, only our partiality had 


made them worthy ? In other words, 
that Which makes the ſalints Joyful, 


ſhould make us fo. And the diſtance 
of the ſcene which I- have been deſeriz 


bing is nothing, for every man's death 
is his particular judgment. Wherefore, 
comfort yourſelves with theſe words. 


— 


Ws ſhould alſo think of the cares 


and complaints of good men, in reſpect 
to their bodies, while they were able 
to preſerve them. In this we groan 


earneſtly, ſays the Apoſtle, deſiring to 
be cloathed upon, with our houſe which | 
is from heaven.“ And again, We 
that are in this tabernacle do groan, 
1.453117 +21 1 being 


(i) 


being burdened, not for that we would 
be unclothed, . (i. e. diveſted of all 


body) but clothed: upon, that mor- 


within ourſelves, waiting for the adop- 


tion, to wit, the redemption of the 
What a welcome meſſenger 
then is death, ho comes to deliver 


body. 72 


them from their bondage of corruption, 


and to raiſe them to the glorious liber- 


Y of the children of God! 


Bur let; ur realize the. thought, 


ſecondly, of the revival of the dead. 


Tais is that which our Lord's de- 
ſcending from heaven, with the trum- 
pet of the Archangel is to introduce. 
All that are in their graves ſhall hear 


the voice of the Son of God, and come 
forth, they that have done good to 
the? " reſuvrectivn of life, and they that 


B have 


tality might be ſwallowed: up of life.“ 
And laſtly, © ourſelves alſo, which 
have the firſt fruit of the ſpirit, groan 


% 
— 
> ” F 
| — EY rm — —— ea — —— oo — — 
—— rae — . — —·˙X!ꝗ . — es Oe 


En 

Have done evil to the reſutrection of 
condemnation.” There will be con- 
vulſions in IE ab if to be deliver- 
ed of its burden. Our Lord hath giveg 
us ſpecimens how this will be, by 
what happened at his ctucifixion. Then 
there were earthquakes, and the 
graves were opened, and many bodies of 
the ſaints which ſtept, aroſé, and went 
into the city.” But now, all who have 
had part in mortality, will be collected 
together. There will be 4 general ren« 
dezvous of all mankind.” The ſtately 
and the meaner tomb ſhall give up 
their dead. The righteous and the 
wicked mult obey the voice, and come 
to » judgment. 


| What an 8 "IM? what an 
__ awful weight ſhould this give to the 
witans of grace, while they are continued 
to us! O that we had language to addreſs 
you according to what your ſenſations 
will chen bel How will holineſs then 
5 | look 


* L ad we” — 1 _— 
8 5 
= 
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look, compared with fin ? Reſiſting 
temptation, compared with yielding to 
it? How will it look then, to have 


nobly conquered by ſelf-denial, or to 
have meanly yielded through ſelf- indul- 


gence? Heaven, hell, this world and 


the other, the goſpel promiſe and invi- 
tation, and the excuſes, fſhifts and 
evaſions we have uſed; how will they 
then look, either to the wiſe chriſtian 
or the awakened ſinner? For want of 
living under the influence of this fore- 


 awaked at once in the utmoſt confuſi- 
(Jon. Now is the time to conſider theſe 
things, if we will be in earneſt. It is 
not when we awake in the confuſion of 
Os that we can prepare for it. 


Lr us 6 


« For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend 
from heaven with a ſhout, with the 
n Archangel and the "mp 
. B EE" 0 


fight, ſome have ſlept under the moſt 
affecting calls of the Goſpel, until they 


( 26 ) 


of God —AND THE DEAD IN Cantor” 


SHALL RISE FIRST,” | 7) 


Tus is mentioned eigen 
part 185 e e wp 2 
mr 4 
Tusk 1 50 more ambiguity in the 
term, The dead in Chrift,” than 
in who are they that live to Chriſt. 
For they that live to the Lord, ſhall 
die in him. They are ſuch as have 
believed in Chriſt, received his revela- 
tion, and obeyed his laws. They 
are ſuch as are intereſted in the covenant 
by Chriſt: and their names and their 
perſons are known to Chriſt. - They 
ate ſuch as are not blotted from = | 
| ON" by being Fug the dead. 


To this purpoſe God is 3 
as keeping a book of aceount who are 
his people, And they ſhall be mine 
faith the Lord of hoſts, in that day 
when I make up my jewels; and I will 
| 7 ſpare 
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ſpare them as a man eee 
HE ſerveth him.. A 


er (36 de Gd es e e ond; 


Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. This refers 
to thoſe who ſhould. be fouthd alive, 


and be merely changed at our Lord's 
coming. That thefe latter ſhall have 
no pre-eminence-in entering earlier on 
a ſtate of happineſs. But it is a thought 
equally juſt, that the RionHTROUS 
| ſhall riſe firſt, i. e. before thoſe of the 
oppoſite character. That their , 
ſhall be paſſed before the c n 
of the world, and the „ of 
the wicked. This is a merciful circum- 
Nance; as it may relieve them from 
much painful*anxiety, and being cloth- 
ed with reſurrection-hodies, they will 
doubtleſs be raiſed above human weak 


neſs - of which that may be a. part; 


our being affected with the miſery of 
ſo great a proportion of human crea- 


This order of the procedure in 
B 3 judg- 


— — . 3 — 2 


= 


| 22 ) 
judgment, . my text ſpeaks 8 


grees with what is faid in other parts of 
Scripture, (the firſt Pſalm, the twenty- 


fifth of Matthew, &c.) and with what is 
faid of their being caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air, being aſſeſſors with 


Chriſt in judgment, and joining their 
plaudit, ſaying, Great and marvels 


lous are thy works, Lord God Almigh- 
ty; juſt and true are thy W _ 
768 ſaints.” 4291 


3 us 
_— rt 
1 


Tus text © pee 0 fully of Ir ro- 


ſurrection, that I cannot help adding 
ſomething to what I have already ſaid 


on the improvement to be made in the 
reſurrection- body. It is mentioned al- 
ways as a great comfort to chriſtians, 
that their body is to be raiſed; which 
it could not be, if it was to be like this 
preſent body. No ach nor pain, nor 
any of the infirmities of the fleſh ſhall 
take place amongſt the ranks of the 


bleffed. Perfect health and vigour will 


appear 


| ( 23 ) 
appear in their countenances,/ and no 5 
gout nor ſtone, nor torturing or pining 


ſickneſs, ſhall ever attend them. 


a [ are It ſome particular con- 


cerns that trouble the good man, from | 


* NEE: a of the apart 


4 chat: ms bak mould Rand in 
Fla. and drinks, but that it 
ſhould: be the occafion of ſo many 
temptations ; and that we ſhould be foon 
weary in the fervice of God To re- 


move theſe painful uneaſineſſes, we are 


told that our fleſh is to be raiſed a ho” 
tual as well as an immortal body. 


How glorious will the 8 


day be to good men, and what an ad- 
dition may then be . to theit 


e happinget * 


Ex y1nD myſelf now brought e to the 
improvement of the ſubject. 
B 4 1ſt, LE 
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4 Laer me lead you to reflect; 
where ſhall 'the ſinner d in N 


ment o # \ F PE 2 af FY TEST ET ST * 3344 LIE +1 ? 


25:6 * FRE ſays St. John, % great 


white throne, and him that ſat on it, 
from whoſe face, the earth and tlie 


heaven fled away, the rocks and the 


mountains will melt away, incapable to 
ſupport the convulſions, with which 
they ſhall be ſhaken. The convulſions 
of nature, the ſun growing dim, and 


univerſal horror ſpreading all around 


you, are but a faint picture of that 
man's mind, whom judgment ſhall find 
W hope i In God. | Fine 55 ON 


Bor p and impenetrable is the heart 
of the finner ! You believe in a judgy 
ment to come; and does it not affect 
you? Shall you be able to ſuſtain the 
terrors of that day? Conſider how dif- 
ferent will be the appearance of the. Sav- 
jour, from what it was before. That 

he 


Tas 8 


ki:coines with no meſſages of allen 
and of peace in his mouth, but to ten- 
der indignation and wrath, tribulati- 
on and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man 
that doth evil, upon the Jew firſt, and 
alſo upon the Gentile.“ f 


r Li us be thankful for the 
diſcoveries of the goſpel, which open to 
us the bright proſpect of eternal life; 
which aſſure us of the reſurrection of 
the body. For beſides the other light 
and glory thrown upon a futute ſtate, 
the doctrine of the reſurrection of the 
body, is only to be found in reve- 
lation. It is that which the heathens 
had no idea of. They ridiculed the no- 
tion. But they were ignorant of the 
power of God,” i. e. knew not the pur- 
poſe, to which, in forming a heavenly 
body, it would be applied. Let any 
perſon read the fifteenth chapter of the 
firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, which 
contains the doQrine entertained by be- 

lierers 
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lievers on this head, and ridicule the 
notion if he can. Say, if ſuch a body 
as that there ſpoken of, be not a ground 
of hope. I have ſhown, in the caſe of 
the loſs of our de what a noble 
conſolation this is. a; 


15 


24 ren ſay famnethiog of that 
excellent -perſan, whoſe death we fo 
juſtly lament. I am incapable to draw 
the picture, anſwerable to the idea of 
my own mind, and if I was 4% 
F e 1 * Let 


- 1 CANNOT 870 out W a 
of her character, I know not in what 
amiable diſpoſition, ſhe maſt excelled, 
in what ſhe was deficient, - She was of 
a mild and religious diſpoſition. She 
Was remarkable for a ſweetneſs of tem- 
per, which ſhe carried with her to the 
laſt, and which diſcovered jitſelf in all 
her trials. She minded lefs her own 

| 2 5D; Pans, 


1 


pains, than the en 100 nn be to 
— r. | 


tony was eminent wap her filial as 


wt diſcovered thoſe diſpoſitions, which 
wauld have enabled her to fill up every 
relation. Her religious ſubmiſſion was 
never overcome. In a word, ſhe gave 
bright evidences af being prepared for 
that world ta which, with the e 
* we believe the 3 is 3 
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Movan not view; ye 3 4 


relatives. Ve know too well the value 


of chriſtian conſolations, and the cir- 
cumſtances in which they * _ 
plied. 


On 5 5 It would have been the moſt 
painful part of this office, if ſtanding 
up before her relations and friends, 
(myſelf her relation and friend) I could 
not have ſaid that which * hath 
. 
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| ( 28 ) 
Luer us ſee that we walk worthy of 
ſo good an example. Shall I here ad- 
dreſs myſelf to my young friends, thoſe 
of her own acquaintance, thoſe of her 
own age and ſex? Imitate that which 
you ſaw lovely in her. It may be, you 
are apt to be proud of your perſons and 
accompliſhments: let this providence 
teach you a humble leſſon. And re- 
member from one inſtance, that religion 
will not make you dull and inſipid; and 
therefore remember your Creator in 
WW MR 


I wor p cloſe the Cabject with —_— 
reflecting on the vanity of every earthly 
hope. : | x, 


Fon by attaching ourſelves too ſtron g- 
Iy to the things of this life, man is ex- 
poſed to diſappointment and miſery. 
But why ſhould we miſconceive of 
things, when we look around us, and 
ſee that nothing is 2 that na- 

| thing 


(. 29 ) 


0 can yield us entire happineſs, and, 
that if it could, it is taken . 


Tuls ſcene ſhould remind us of an 
early mortality. 


How fond and vain are our imagina- 
tions, when we have ſeen others called 
away on a ſudden from the early ſcenes 

of life, to promiſe ourſelves a long con- 
tinuance here; whereas our breath is 
in our noftrils,” and nothing is more 
uncertain than life. O! think of this, 
ye that ſay we will go into ſuch a city, 
and continue there a year, ang buy and' 
ſell, and get gain.” 


FuRTHER, This "OOTY may FR 
to us, how ſoon our connexions may be 
broken. I am apt to ſay upon ſuch an 
occaſion as this, Lord! what is our 
health ! What ſecurity have we for our 
poſſeſſions, or for any thing in this world! 
The friends that we love, and that we 
place next our hearts, we love as if we 
25 were 
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were to have them always. Very often, 
theſe hopes: are the: firſt to diſappoint 
us. The deſign is, to draw our hopes 

to God. Let us remember the precari- 
ous tie by which we hold all things. 
The parent that ſmiles upon his child, * 
| ſhould remember that it is a dying child; 
And it will be a happy uſe of the uncer- 
tainties of the preſent world, if by im- 
make us better chriſtians. This is the 
deſign of life being left ſo uncertain; 
and the wiſe governor of the world in- 
tends, that by the afflictions we here 
meet with, we ſhould be awakened to 
enſure our everlaſting inheritance. 


_ | In a word, our grand concern is to 
Prepare for death, judgment, and the 
other world, that we may have part in 
a happy reſurrection. God grant that 
by a holy life, and a ſincere acceptance 
of the promiſes in Jeſus Chriſt, we may 
be prepared for this event !—that when 
2 the 


. 
the angel ſhall lift his hand and ſwear 
that time ſhall be no longer, that 
which ſhall be to other men a ſpectacle 


of horror, may be to you a ſpectacle of 
delight! Amen. 


THB END. 
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